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Brookline Preservation Commission 

Local Historic District Report 
 

Address:   135 Crafts Road 

District:   Chestnut Hill LHD 

Applicant:   Anabelle Skalleberg 

Date Built:   1916 

Architect:   Henry F. Keyes 

Builder:   Lowell & Miller, Waltham 
 

 
 

 

Statement of Significance: 
 

The two story Georgian Revival home features a front door surround with a broken pediment and pilasters, 8 

over 12 windows and a hipped slate roof.  The first owner of the home was L.H. Jenkins of Richmond, Virginia.  

E. Winslow Ware owned the house by 1919 when the first garage was built.  His wife Louise P.J. Ware is listed 

as the owner of the house when this garage was demolished and replaced in 1940.  The Wares owned the home 

for at least 57 years. 

 

135 Crafts Road is the last in a row of three houses on the southern side of Crafts Road built on Smaller lots 

after 1911, which are smaller in comparison to their neighbors.  These homes were the work of real estate 

developer William V. Tripp, who was also responsible for 46 Crafts Road. 

 

Previous alterations to the house include two additions in 1936 by architect Herman Curtis.  A two-story wing 

with bay was added at this time as well as a 5ô6ò x 9ô conservatory with slate roof.  In 1940, the Brooks Skinner 

1 car garage was demolished and replaced with a two-car concrete block garage with a flat tar and gravel roof.  

In 1969 an exterior door to the roof deck was added. 
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Proposed Alterations: 
 

The current application is a retroactive Certificate of Appropriateness for gutter replacement.  The applicant removed the 

gutters and fascia boards without a building permit or a Certificate of Appropriateness in May of 2020.  The wood fascia 

was replaced with PVC at this time.  The building department became aware of this work and issued a stop work order on 

May 11
th
.  The applicant contacted staff immediately and applied for a retroactive COA. The application involves the 

following changes to the house:  

 

¶ Leave the PVC fascia boards in place.   

¶ Replace the previous wooden gutters with one of two options: 

¶ 5ò K-style, 16oz copper gutters with 3ò copper elbows & downspouts 

¶ 5 ıò FiberGutter fiberglass gutters painted to match the house with PVC downspout outlets and  

white fiberglass downspouts  

 

Applicable Guidelines: 
 

The Preservation Commissionôs Design Guidelines for Local Historic Districts state that: 

¶ Traditional building materials should be used for existing buildings. 

¶ No artificial siding may be installed. 

¶ Wood gutters, when an integral part of an ornamental cornice or roof edge design, should be repaired 

and maintained.  Copper gutters which duplicate the original molding profile of wood gutters may be 

considered as a replacement for wood gutters.  Aluminum gutters should not be used except as like kind 

replacement. 
  

Preliminary Findings: 
 

The retention of wood gutters is required by the Design Guidelines, though the use of copper gutters that 

replicate the original profile is also considered appropriate in some cases.  The original wood gutters of this 

home were painted black to match the fascia and therefore blended into the trim.  The applicant does not want 

to replace the wood gutters in-kind, as they have a shorter life span and reduced carrying capacity that will fail 

to protect the home from water damage.  In order to find the most appropriate replacement, the applicant 

presents two options for replacement gutters and downspouts.  The first is for copper gutters and downspouts, as 

this material is suggested by the Design Guidelines.  The copper gutters, however, will be highly visible against 

the black fascia boards.  The second replacement option addresses this by proposing fiberglass gutters molded 

to replicate the original wood and painted black to match the fascia.  Fiberglass downspouts would be white to 

match the color of the house, as they do currently.  The fiberglass gutters and downspouts would blend into the 

house as the original wood gutters did, however the Commission must consider whether they will expand the 

acceptable materials for wood gutter replacement beyond copper to include fiberglass, a non-traditional 

material. 

The wood fascia boards were replaced with PVC before the stop work order was issued, which is also a non-

traditional material and specifically prohibited in the Design Guidelines.  The applicant wishes to keep them in 

place. 
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Aerial view of 135 Crafts Road, looking north. 

 
 

Aerial view of 135 Crafts Road, looking west. 
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Aerial view of 135 Crafts Road, looking south. 

 
 

Aerial view of 135 Crafts Road, looking east 
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135 Crafts Road, view from Crafts Road 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   135 Crafts Road, rear of house 

 


